The First Meeting of 

Pakistan Sri Lanka Business Forum
The first meeting of the Pakistan Sri Lanka Business forum was held on February 17, 2005 at 12.00 Hrs in Head Office of Aero Asia International to discuss about formal launching of the Forum and its framework.
The following members attended:
Mr. Abdul Rauf Tabani


-President

Ms. Manel de Silva



-Ex-officio-Patron

Mr. Majyd Aziz 



-Ex-officio-Chairman

Mr. Farrukh Mazhar



-Secretary General

Mr. Muhammad Aslam & Mr. Muhammad Shahid, Chairman & Vice Chairman of Betel Levels Import & Export Retailers Association of Pakistan.
Mr. Abdul Rauf Tabani, President of the Forum welcomed the members and expressed his confidence that participants will not only establish this Forum on very sound footings but also endeavor to further enhance already existing trade relations with Sri Lanka.

The President lauded the efforts of Mr. Majyd Aziz (Founder Chairman) for foundation of this Forum and arranging signing ceremony of MOU with the apex body of trade community of Sri Lanka in the presence of the President of Sri Lanka.

Mr. Majyd Aziz proposed following type of infrastructure for Pakistan Sri Lanka Business Forum.
The affairs of the Forum would be managed by Executive Committee who would be elected at the Annual General Meeting Forum amongst the Founder Members and General Members At least 50% of the Executive Committee would comprise of the Founder Members. The term of office shall be for a period of two years and they shall be eligible for re-election. The Executive Committee shall consist of the following:

· President (A Pakistani Businessman)

· Senior Vice President (A Sri Lankan Businessman)

· 02 Vice Presidents (A Sri Lankan Businessman; A Pakistani Businessman)

· Secretary General (A Pakistani Businessman)

· Treasurer (A Pakistani Businessman)

· 8 Members 
· Ex-Officio (The Consul General of Sri Lanka in Karachi)

· Ex-Officio Founder Chairman

· Ex-Officio Founder Advisor

All positions would be honorary and there would be elections for all offices, except Ex-Officio offices. The Consul General of Sri Lanka, and in his/her absence, the Acting Consul General would be the Ex-Officio members.

In addition of the above structure following procedure was proposed for adoption to scrutinize membership.
A- Membership would be on invitation and recommendation only after checking credentials.
B- Only serious traders with Sri Lanka would be invited and person reflecting a political background would be discouraged.
C- The Patron- In- Chief PSLBF would be High Commissioner of Sri Lanka in Pakistan.

D- Consul General of Sri Lanka in Karachi would be the Patron.
E- Since Karachi is commercial capital of the country the Forum’s Head Office will be in Karachi.

F- There would be a minimum of founder members.
G- Membership status will be as follows.
General Members
:
Importers / Exporters
Corporate Members
:
Nominee of company engaged in Trading with Sri Lanka.
Associates Members
:
Small and intending traders. This category of members will not be 




entitled
for voting.

Founder Members:

This category shall comprise of those who have initiated, promoted, and formed the Forum. These members shall also have the privileges and benefits of proposing and/or seconding the application of a potential member. 

General Members:
This category shall comprise of authorized agents of Sri Lankan companies and Pakistani entrepreneurs having offices in Sri Lanka or having substantial business and/or trade with Sri Lanka.

Associate Members:
This category shall of business and / or those interested in becoming such partners, i.e. importers and exporters of products / services / processes to Sri Lanka or from Sri Lanka to Pakistan. The members in this category would not be entitled to vote or stand for election for the Executive Committee. They would be allowed to participate in the General Body Meeting.
Honorary Members:
The Forum may extend such a status to anyone whose contribution towards the promotion of Pakistan-Sri Lankan investment and trade is exemplary or to those who could be of assistance and support to the benefit of the Forum. The members in this category would not be entitled to stand for election for the Executive Committee. They would be allowed to participate in the General Body meetings.
H- The Membership will be open for all concern without any reservation of caste and creed and any geographical concern.
The following matters were discussed in detail and agreed upon:
1. Mr. Abdul Rauf Tabani will be the first President of the Forum.
2. Mr. Aziz Memon will be the Founder Advisor and Ex- Office member.
3. Mr. Syed Farrukh Mazhar will be the Secretary General of the Forum.
4. Mr. Saleem Lala will be the treasurer of the Forum.
5. The Tenure of one term will be for two calendar year and the members could be re-elected again.
6. The Forum will keep the expenses at minimum level and petty expenses will be borne by individuals.

7. There will be a provision of 2 Vice Presidents, one will look after affairs of Sri Lanka and second will oversee hurdles in Pakistan but initially there will be only one Vice President.
8. All Office Bearer’s positions would be Honorary.

9. Meeting of EC will be held once in a month.

10. Annual General Meeting will be held once in a year.
11. Since Betel Leaves and Tea are heavy trading items from Sri Lanka, one member each category would have permanent representative on the Executive Committee.
It was discussed and agreed that the applicable annual fee structure would be as follows. This would be reviewed as and when decided by the Executive Committee and approved at the Annual General meetings.

· Patron-in-Chief


:
Honorary

· Founder Member

:
Rs 03,000

· General Member

:
Rs 03,000

· Honorary Member

:
Honorary

The Annual subscription shall become due on the first day of January each year irrespective of the date of admission. Any member who fails to pay the subscription on or before the end of March shall automatically cease to be a member of the Forum and shall not be entitled to any privileges of a member.
It was further decided that bank account of PSLBF will be opened in Metropolitan Banks, Shaheed-e-Millat Road, Branch, Karachi.
It was further agreed that Mr. Athar Ahmed of Tabani Group would also officiate as Honorary Officer.
The Consul General also offered the services of two offices of the Consulate General, Ms. Shazia Joseph and Mr. Abid Samdani for the secretarial and advertisement activities of the Forum.
Next meeting of EC is scheduled on February 26, 2005 at 17.30 Hours in Conference Room of Aero Asia International, Head Office.

As there was no other matter, the meeting was adjourned with a vote of thanks to the President.

Thanking you.

Syed F. Mazhar

Secretary General

